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The ultimate guide to

Catch a classical concert 
before hitting the bars

Ikebukuro sure has come 
a long way: the once rough 
neighbourhood now invites you 
to catch classical concerts 
played by a full orchestra in 
a park right by the station. 
These urban music evenings 
are already gathering a strong 
fanbase, and for good reason – 
the experience is remarkable.

1 Look forward to a 
midnight show

If time and circumstances allow, 
do consider heading to Global 
Ring at the stroke of midnight: 
that’s when the open-air 
theatre’s mega-screen turns into 
a canvas for a digital art show, 
the content of which depends on 
that day’s weather, temperature 
and other one-time factors. 
The colourful display links with 
the park’s fountain and lights, 
making for an impressive sight.

2

Display your pics 
on a big screen

Once you’ve snapped photos of 
your Ikebukuro adventures, post 
them on Instagram and include 
both @global_ring and the 
hashtag #ikebukuro – you’ll 
soon see your snaps displayed 
on the theatre’s mega-screen 
for the world to admire.

3

Relax in a spacious café
When at Global Ring, don’t forget to check out 
the theatre’s café. Boasting a high wooden ceiling 
and calming, simple décor, it’s an ideal spot for 
relaxing after a bout of sightseeing. You can enjoy 
your coffee and sandwich on the terrace when 
the weather’s agreeable, from morning to late 
at night: opening hours are 7am to 11.30pm. 
Conveniently, the café has a public restroom that 
can also be accessed from the outside.

5

A new addition to Ikebukuro, the 
electric Ikebus has been circling the 
neighbourhood since November 2019. 
Travelling at what is best described as a 
leisurely pace – its top speed is 19km/h 
– this cutesy vehicle features an artistic 
interior thought up by industrial designer 

Eiji Mitooka. The Ikebus operates on two routes between 
10am and 8pm and runs every 20 minutes; the one-time 
fare is ¥200 (¥100 for children, the 
elderly and the disabled). Storing 
enough electricity to charge up to 
2,500 smartphones, it can even 
function as a source of emergency 
power when disaster strikes. 
Consider yourself lucky if you get to 
ride the yellow bus of which there is 
only one in service.

Play your favourite 
piece

If you happen to stop by on a 
day when there’s no concert, 
just pull out your phone and 
scan the QR code below: 
augmented-reality markers will 
appear on the theatre’s six 
pillars. Pick one to display sheet 
music for a well-known piece of 
classical music, which will then 

play on Global 
Ring’s speakers.

4Hop on the Ikebus

This project is financed by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government and Tokyo Convention & 
Visitors Bureau’s Nightlife Tourism Promotion Subsidy.

Exploring a new place after dark can feel daunting, but 
there’s no need to worry in Toshima: the local people help 
make the area safe at all hours. The police and members 
of local associations patrol the streets frequently as 
part of the neighbourhood’s safety strategy, 
cracking down on touts, false 
advertising and littering. Rather 
than the over 1,100 security 
cameras installed throughout 
the area, it’s the fact safety is a 
community effort that really makes 
us feel at ease in Toshima.

Why Toshima is safe at night

Tokyo Music Evening Yube is a series of classical concerts that 
take place at the open-air Global Ring stage every Wednesday 
from 7pm and 8.30pm. After catching a performance at Global 
Ring, use this guide to explore the Toshima area’s nightlife.
Address for Global Ring: 1-8-26 Nishi-Ikebukuro, Toshima
Check Instagram for more details: @yube_music

Five things to do at Global Ring, 
a new landmark in Ikebukuro Nishiguchi Park
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01 Restaurant

Take on a bunch of 
tentacles
A quirky bar dedicated to Osaka's 
famous octopus balls, Ogo-chan 
rules over the local competition with 

be paired with homemade sangria, 
whisky and – if you're really hungry 
– a plate of chewy yakisoba noodles, 
served topped with a heart-shaped 
fried egg.                                     Ogo-chan

03 Art

See art in a different light
Most stores along the Jizo-dori 
shopping street, Sugamo's main drag, 
close around 6pm. What feels like an 
inconvenience for some is actually an 
opportunity for art fans, who come 
here after dark to admire the 
gallery of ukiyo-e imagery painted 
on the shutters of many shops and 
restaurants.                          Jizo-dori at night

04 Café

Bond over board 
games
Playing board games together is 
a great way to make new friends. 
Asobako, a conveniently located and 
welcoming café with over 250 titles in 
its collection, lets you do just that until 
11pm, six days a week.        Asobako Sugamo

05 Bar

Test your mettle – and your eyesight
Not sure how or what to order? Just speak 
up and ask for the tenshu omakase (chef's 
special, from ¥2,000), a seafood spread 
with quality you might not expect at a spot 
this casual – and offbeat, judging from the 
eye exam poster plastered on the wall.

Manekiya Sakaba

07 Restaurant

Fill up like a local
The kind of good old worker's caff we hope never disappears from Tokyo, 

right. The busy chefs are most proud of their deep-fried creations, which they 
think go best with a mixture of Worcestershire-style sauce and rice vinegar.      

Tokiwa Shokudo

02 Bar

Make new 
discoveries over a 
drink
More than just your average fancy 
boozer, Bar93 opened as recently as 
January 2020 but has already won a 
loyal following with its diverse events, 

and drink collabs to live music shows.
Bar93

06 Leisure

Soak all day, play all night
An entire day's worth of bathing costs only ¥1,320 at this gem of a hot spring 

the colour and smell. With a ‘relaxation room’ and restaurant also on the premises, 
you might actually be tempted to hang around until the doors close at 11pm.   

Somei Onsen Sakura

09 Leisure

Fling some darts
Darts bars don't come much 
friendlier than the café-like Dears, 
where the owner is happy to show 
newbies the ropes – and point them 
to his impressive manga collection, 
which guests are welcome to browse 
whenever they tire of all the target 
practice.                                        Dears

10 Bar

Further your sake 
education
Anyone with a soft spot for Japan's 
signature drink is sure to have fun 
working their way through the menu 
at this superb sake bar, where the 
selection spans some 30 different 
brews. Pair your poison with top-shelf 
pub grub like spicy curry or potato 
salad for best results.              Sakenoma08 Bar

Sip Iberian wine
This hidden gem of a wine bar near 
Sugamo Station serves Spanish 
vino by the glass (from ¥680) and 
homemade bistro food in a boisterous 
but welcoming atmosphere.         MyLan

Time Out Tokyo
5‒9‒9‒101 Hiroo
Shibuya-ku
Tokyo 150‒0012
Japan
Tel  03‒5792‒5721
Fax 03‒5792‒5723
Published Feb 28 2020

For advertising inquiries contact:
info@timeout.jp

Ⓒ 2020 ORIGINAL Inc.
Unauthorised reproduction of 
text and
images prohibited.timeout.com/

tokyo

Publisher
Hiroyuki Fushitani

Executive Vice President
Akiko Toya

Advisor
Masashi Takahashi

Editorial

Editor-in-Chief
Lim Chee Wah
Project Editors
Shiori Kotaki
Ili Saarinen

Contributors
Genya Aoki
Tabea Greuner
Leo Kaku
Toshiyuki Seki

Editor
Kaila Imada

Design
Zineb Bektachi
Saiko Miyasato

Cover Design
Yoshimitsu Nippashi
Map
Eriko Shimazaki
Creative Solution Division
Aya Ito
Administrator
Momo Ando

Sub-Editor
Kit Kriewaldt

Photographers
Keisuke Tanigawa
Kisa Toyoshima

The ultimate guide to

Five things to do at Global Ring, 
a new landmark in Ikebukuro Nishiguchi Park

Catch a classical concert 
before hitting the bars

Ikebukuro sure has come 
a long way: the once rough 
neighbourhood now invites you 
to catch classical concerts 
played by a full orchestra in 
a park right by the station. 
These urban music evenings 
are already gathering a strong 
fanbase, and for good reason – 
the experience is remarkable.

1 Look forward to a 
midnight show

If time and circumstances allow, 
do consider heading to Global 
Ring at the stroke of midnight: 
that’s when the open-air 
theatre’s mega-screen turns into 
a canvas for a digital art show, 
the content of which depends on 
that day’s weather, temperature 
and other one-time factors. 
The colourful display links with 
the park’s fountain and lights, 
making for an impressive sight.

2

Display your pics 
on a big screen

Once you’ve snapped photos of 
your Ikebukuro adventures, post 
them on Instagram and include 
both @global_ring and the 
hashtag #ikebukuro – you’ll 
soon see your snaps displayed 
on the theatre’s mega-screen 
for the world to admire.

3

Relax in a spacious café
When at Global Ring, don’t forget to check out 
the theatre’s café. Boasting a high wooden ceiling 
and calming, simple décor, it’s an ideal spot for 
relaxing after a bout of sightseeing. You can enjoy 
your coffee and sandwich on the terrace when 
the weather’s agreeable, from morning to late 
at night: opening hours are 7am to 11.30pm. 
Conveniently, the café has a public restroom that 
can also be accessed from the outside.

5

Play your favourite 
piece

If you happen to stop by on a 
day when there’s no concert, 
just pull out your phone and 
scan the QR code below: 
augmented-reality markers will 
appear on the theatre’s six 
pillars. Pick one to display sheet 
music for a well-known piece of 
classical music, which will then 

play on Global 
Ring’s speakers.

4

This project is financed by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government and Tokyo Convention & 
Visitors Bureau’s Nightlife Tourism Promotion Subsidy.

A new addition to Ikebukuro, the 
electric Ikebus has been circling the 
neighbourhood since November 2019. 
Travelling at what is best described as a 
leisurely pace – its top speed is 19km/h 
– this cutesy vehicle features an artistic 
interior thought up by industrial designer 

Eiji Mitooka. The Ikebus operates on two routes between 
10am and 8pm and runs every 20 minutes; the one-time 
fare is ¥200 (¥100 for children, the 
elderly and the disabled). Storing 
enough electricity to charge up to 
2,500 smartphones, it can even 
function as a source of emergency 
power when disaster strikes. 
Consider yourself lucky if you get to 
ride the yellow bus of which there is 
only one in service.

Hop on the Ikebus

Exploring a new place after dark can feel daunting, but 
there’s no need to worry in Toshima: the local people help 
make the area safe at all hours. The police and members 
of local associations patrol the streets frequently as 
part of the neighbourhood’s safety strategy, 
cracking down on touts, false 
advertising and littering. Rather 
than the over 1,100 security 
cameras installed throughout 
the area, it’s the fact safety is a 
community effort that really makes 
us feel at ease in Toshima.

Why Toshima is safe at night

Tokyo Music Evening Yube is a series of classical concerts that 
take place at the open-air Global Ring stage every Wednesday 
from 7pm and 8.30pm. After catching a performance at Global 
Ring, use this guide to explore the Toshima area’s nightlife.
Address for Global Ring: 1-8-26 Nishi-Ikebukuro, Toshima
Check Instagram for more details: @yube_music

The ultimate guide to

Catch a classical concert 
before hitting the bars

Ikebukuro sure has come 
a long way: the once rough 
neighbourhood now invites you 
to catch classical concerts 
played by a full orchestra in 
a park right by the station. 
These urban music evenings 
are already gathering a strong 
fanbase, and for good reason – 
the experience is remarkable.

1 Look forward to a 
midnight show

If time and circumstances allow, 
do consider heading to Global 
Ring at the stroke of midnight: 
that’s when the open-air 
theatre’s mega-screen turns into 
a canvas for a digital art show, 
the content of which depends on 
that day’s weather, temperature 
and other one-time factors. 
The colourful display links with 
the park’s fountain and lights, 
making for an impressive sight.

2

Display your pics 
on a big screen

Once you’ve snapped photos of 
your Ikebukuro adventures, post 
them on Instagram and include 
both @global_ring and the 
hashtag #ikebukuro – you’ll 
soon see your snaps displayed 
on the theatre’s mega-screen 
for the world to admire.

3

Relax in a spacious café
When at Global Ring, don’t forget to check out 
the theatre’s café. Boasting a high wooden ceiling 
and calming, simple décor, it’s an ideal spot for 
relaxing after a bout of sightseeing. You can enjoy 
your coffee and sandwich on the terrace when 
the weather’s agreeable, from morning to late 
at night: opening hours are 7am to 11.30pm. 
Conveniently, the café has a public restroom that 
can also be accessed from the outside.

5

A new addition to Ikebukuro, the 
electric Ikebus has been circling the 
neighbourhood since November 2019. 
Travelling at what is best described as a 
leisurely pace – its top speed is 19km/h 
– this cutesy vehicle features an artistic 
interior thought up by industrial designer 

Eiji Mitooka. The Ikebus operates on two routes between 
10am and 8pm and runs every 20 minutes; the one-time 
fare is ¥200 (¥100 for children, the 
elderly and the disabled). Storing 
enough electricity to charge up to 
2,500 smartphones, it can even 
function as a source of emergency 
power when disaster strikes. 
Consider yourself lucky if you get to 
ride the yellow bus of which there is 
only one in service.

Play your favourite 
piece

If you happen to stop by on a 
day when there’s no concert, 
just pull out your phone and 
scan the QR code below: 
augmented-reality markers will 
appear on the theatre’s six 
pillars. Pick one to display sheet 
music for a well-known piece of 
classical music, which will then 

play on Global 
Ring’s speakers.

4Hop on the Ikebus

This project is financed by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government and Tokyo Convention & 
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