Are you dreaming of Japan?

Inside

2020 is the year of isolation: the extended home quarantine, the new
normal of social distancing and the subsequent closure of international
borders. While all these restrictions are in place for our safety, they also
make us yearn even more for the good old days of carefree travelling,
when we could, at a whim, hop onto a plane to faraway places and
experience the joys of a foreign culture and country.

October – December 2020

Sure, international travel may seem like the least of our concerns right
now as we try to retain some sense of normality amid the volatile
situation of the pandemic. But it’s okay to dream and plan ahead.
So read up on all the wonderful sights waiting for you here in the
land of the rising sun and put together your Japan bucket list.

Friendly warning: these are unusual
times, so please check that venues
remain open before heading out.

Eat the world

After spending so much time cooped up at home, we know how
important it is to explore the great outdoors – that’s why you’ll also find
some of Japan’s best road trips and glamping sites in this issue. So let
your mind do the travelling for now through these pages and keep safe.
We hope to welcome you back to Japan soon.
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What Tokyoites
are talking about
these days

Tokyo’s resident pandas Ri Ri and Shin Shin have a new enclosure.
The lush green space, called Panda-no-Mori, resembles the bears’
natural habitat in China’s Sichuan province. It’s also three times
bigger than their old area and features a nursing facility for newborn
pandas to undergo health checks.

SEAN PAVONE/DREAMSTIME

àtinyurl.com/TOTpandanomori

Shibuya’s fancy new public toilets

A rooftop picnic
park right in the
heart of Shibuya

2020 has been a year of cancellations and hopefully this is the
last of the lot. In order to curb the spread of Covid-19 coronavirus,
the 2020/2021 New Year’s Eve countdown at Shibuya Scramble
Crossing won’t be happening this year. The event usually draws
about 100,000 visitors from around the world to see the countdown
displayed on screens overlooking the iconic crossing. Let’s just fast
forward to 2021, shall we?

àtinyurl.com/TOTtoilets

àtinyurl.com/TOTnye

Shibuya has seen some big changes in recent
times, and this summer saw the opening of the
highly anticipated Miyashita Park. The stylish
new complex is home to a massive shopping
mall, plenty of restaurants and cafés, a hotel, and
a rooftop park complete with sports facilities
including a skate park and a bouldering wall. The
breezy rooftop space is definitely the highlight,
offering grassy lawns for socially distanced picnics
in the heart of the city.

Enjoy an omakase sushi
meal in an art gallery

Japan opens its first
permanent LGBTQ centre

What do you get when a Michelin-starred sushi restaurant
teams up with a gallery? The best of both worlds in one
space. 3110NZ by LDH Kitchen in Meguro, a collaboration
between Sushi Saito and Nanzuka, serves up
contemporary art by day and omakase sushi dining after
dark. And since Sushi Saito has become an introductiononly restaurant (ie, you’ll need to be invited by a regular
patron to dine there), this space is your best bet to score
a meal prepared by one of the restaurant’s illustrious
chefs. The interior is no slouch either, as it’s designed
by Snarkitecture, the architecture firm co-founded by
American artist Daniel Arsham.

It’s taken a while, but as of October, Japan finally
has its first permanent LGBTQ centre. Run by
the Pride House Tokyo Consortium, Pride House
Tokyo Legacy is not only a safe space for LGBTQ
minorities, it also provides counselling, creates
educational programmes and hosts events to
increase opportunities for LGBTQ individuals.
A three-minute walk from Shinjuku Ni-chome,
the centre welcomes people of all sexual
orientations and gender identities, including
those who want to learn how to be better allies
to the LGBTQ community.

àtinyurl.com/TOT3110NZ
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BRIELLE FRENCH/UNSPLASH

àtinyurl.com/TOTtyokocho

SHIGERU TANAKA, COURTESY OF NANZUKA

KEISUKE TANIGAWA

Located on the third floor of the new Toranomon Hills Business
Tower, Toranomon Yokocho is a contemporary interpretation of
a traditional Japanese food and drink alleyway. Unlike its narrow
and cramped ancestors, this is one sleek and spacious yokocho at
which you could happily spend hours hopping from one venue to
the next. Here you’ll find casual outposts of the city’s most popular
restaurants (including Michelin-starred ones, such as yakitori
institution Bird Land) as well as Tokyo’s very first craft gin,
distilled on the premises.

KISA TOYOSHIMA

SATOSHI NAGARE, COURTESY OF NIPPON FOUNDATION

Traditional yokocho culture gets
a modern makeover

àtinyurl.com/TOTmiyashitapark
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Shibuya’s big countdown
is cancelled

Take a walk around Shibuya and you’re bound to come across a host of new stateof-the-art public toilets. This is the brainchild of the Nippon Foundation’s Tokyo
Toilet Project, which has recruited 16 of Japan’s foremost architects and creatives
including Tadao Ando, Kengo Kuma and Shigeru Ban to reimagine these facilities
as more than just public conveniences. These high-tech loos look edgy and
fantastic, especially the block designed by Ban (pictured below), where the seethrough glass walls turn opaque when the toilet is occupied.

TOKYO ZOOLOGICAL PARK SOCIETY

Tokyo
Update

Ueno Zoo’s pandas got
a bigger, better home

àtinyurl.com/TOTpridehouse
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#TimeOutLovesJapan
See Japan through these awe-inspiring images from
the ten finalists in our Instagram photo contest

Unkai Terrace by @kavster7

WHILE INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL

has been put on hold for many
people around the world, that
hasn’t stopped us from dreaming
of our next big holiday. To fuel
your love of travel, we launched
the #TimeOutLovesJapan
Instagram contest back in
August, where we asked you,
our readers, to show us your
fondest memories and travel
experiences in Japan.
We received an overwhelming
response with some amazing
travel shots capturing the
beauty and wonders of Japan.
Our judges then selected ten
spectacular photos for a final
round of public voting, and from
that, a winner was crowned.
Here are the ten finalists,
including the winning photo as
chosen by you.

Karuizawa Prince Bowl
by @noeliajustiniano

ER
WINN
Narai-juku
by @rebeccateng

Iwami Kagura performance in Shimane
by @the.adventures.of.ailsa

Sakura snowstorm at Chidorigafuchi
Park by @zesh91
‘On March 29 2020, a freaky flurry
of morning snow turned spring into
a winter spectacle. According to the
Japan Meteorological Agency, an
event like this last took place some
32 years ago.’

Kawagoe Hikawa Shrine
by @lykishkeane

‘To pinpoint the moment
my love for photography was
rekindled, we have to go back to
this night in Kyoto when I was
struck by the beauty of these
gates and how the lights and
shadows danced around them.’

Kiyotsu Gorge by @kathryn_rp
‘I wanted to visit this tunnel ever
since I saw a photo of it a while
back. I’m also interested in art,
so it was a cool experience to see
the restoration made by MAD
Architects for the Echigo-Tsumari
Art Triennale a few years back.’

‘This was shot during the
Enmusubi Wind Chime Festival
at Hikawa Shrine in Kawagoe,
a shrine popular amongst
women and couples because
it is said to bring luck in love.’

Ginzan Onsen by @khairunnisa_ns
‘Ginzan Onsen in Yamagata
prefecture is a former silver mine
transformed into one of the most
beautiful onsen resorts in Japan.
The mountains and river running
through the village give this area
an amazing view – especially
when there is snow.’

Mt Fuji by @midplace_
‘Even in winter, the view of Mt Fuji is
wonderful. Wake up early to get a clear
view of the mountain as it’s usually
shrouded by clouds by afternoon. It will
give you the rest of the day to enjoy all the
attractions Kawaguchiko has to offer.’

‘Game centres in Japan have
everything from crane machines
to cute purikura photo booths.
Although they aren’t as popular in
most other countries, in Japan they
never went out of fashion.’

‘This photo of a skater
“ninja” roaming the
medieval town of Naraijuku was taken last
autumn. Narai-juku in
Nagano prefecture is one
of the best-preserved post
towns on the historical
Kiso Nakasendo trail.’

Fushimi Inari by @justin_emord

‘This photo was taken above the clouds
at the magnificent Unkai Terrace in
Hokkaido. Unkai in Japanese means “sea
of clouds”; it is a natural phenomenon
that can only occur under certain
conditions in the early morning, and in
locations with cool climates.’

‘During my travels in Shimane
prefecture, I was fortunate enough
to stumble across this Iwami Kagura
performance at Yunotsu Onsen. As I sat
in the shrine watching this incredible
dance taking place before my eyes, the
rest of the world just melted away.’

For more Japan travel
inspo, follow us on
Instagram @timeouttokyo_

#タイムアウトラブジャパン
We also ran a photo contest on our Japanese Instagram account
@timeouttokyo_jp – and here’s the winner.

Tokyo Skytree by @tacospic
‘I snapped a photo of Tokyo Skytree’s shadow while visiting the tower’s
observation deck. Usually, I tend to focus on the scenery in the distance,
but when I noticed the shadow, it made for an interesting photo.’
à See all the finalists at tinyurl.com/TOTjpinsta

Time Out Tokyo October-December, 2020
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An island nation steeped in culture and
tradition, Japan also offers some of the
world’s most spectacular landscapes.
Here are 20 of the most beautiful places
in the country to add to your bucket list.
By Kasey Furutani

Time Out Tokyo October-December, 2020

FROM THE SNOWY MOUNTAINS OF HOKKAIDO to the spiritual calm of Kyoto

and the steaming hot springs of Kyushu, Japan is full of immense beauty and
it can take a lifetime to see everything it has to offer. Unfortunately, at the time
of writing, the Covid-19 pandemic has halted all international tourism into
Japan, and it’s still uncertain when travel will resume again. But don’t give
up on your dream trip just yet: fuel your wanderlust and begin planning your
next adventure with a tour of these 20 beautiful places in Japan, from seaside
shrines to contemporary art museums.
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Yayoi Kusama ‘Pumpkin’ (1994)

Naoshima, Kagawa

Lake Kawaguchi

ARMIN FORSTER/PIXABAY

Postcards
from
Japan

LIM CHEE WAH

Postcards from Japan

Mt Fuji, Yamanashi
Japan’s crown jewel and arguably the most beautiful place
in the country, Mt Fuji is a must for any visitor. There are
plenty of places to see the grand mountain, but the views from
Arakurayama Sengen Park, which boasts the majestic Chureito
Pagoda, and from Lake Kawaguchi best capture its beauty.
Lake Kawaguchi, one of the Fuji Five Lakes, has glorious views
of Mt Fuji, especially in winter when the sky is mostly clear and
you can see the volcano’s reflection in the water. Having said
that, the near-perfect symmetry of Mt Fuji is a spectacular sight
year-round, regardless of where you see it from.
à Mt Fuji, Yamanashi prefecture.

Off the coast of Kanagawa prefecture, in between
Okayama and Shikoku Island, the Seto Inland
Sea is home to a row of small islands dedicated
to contemporary art. The six ‘art islands’ are
Teshima, Naoshima, Inujima, Megijima,
Ogijima and Shodoshima – but if you’re short of
time, Naoshima is the pick of the bunch.
A trio of Tadao Ando-designed museums
on Naoshima – Chichu Art Museum, Benesse
House Museum and Lee Ufan Museum – were
built in an industrial style, making them surreal
sights in the midst of nature. Meanwhile, the
Art House Project, which showcases Japanese
and international artworks in refurbished
traditional homes, preserves the charmingly
rural and old-school vibe of the island.
No trip to Naoshima is complete without a
photo in front of Yayoi Kusama’s ‘Pumpkin’,
which sits against the backdrop of a clear blue
sky and sea. This beautifully framed sight has
become an endearing image of the ‘art islands’.
à Naoshima Island, Seto Inland Sea, Kagawa prefecture (Miyanoura,
Honmura ports). benesse-artsite.jp.
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Postcards from Japan

Leave it to starchitect Tadao Ando to create
beauty out of loss and grieving. Ando
designed Sapporo’s circular Makomanai
Takino Cemetery around a giant 13.5m-tall
statue of the Buddha, letting his head
peak out from the top of an artificial hill.
The industrial concrete, Ando’s signature
material, contrasts with lavender
surrounding the cemetery, and covers the
Buddha’s body. The only way to see the full
sculpture is by entering the hollow 40 metre
‘hill’ through a dark tunnel. When you reach
the (natural) light at the end of the tunnel,
you’ll see the ever graceful Buddha sitting
before you. Jaw, dropped.
à 2-3 Takino, Minami, Sapporo, Hokkaido prefecture (20 min
taxi from Makamonai Station). 011 592 1223. takinoreien.
com. 9am-4pm daily. FREE.

SEAN PAVONE/DREAMSTIME

Hill of the Buddha at Makomanai
Takino Cemetery, Hokkaido

Itsukushima Shrine on
Miyajima Island, Hiroshima
This small island off the coast of Hiroshima is
known for its deer, bright autumn leaves and
Itsukushima Shrine, a large Shinto structure
with a grand vermillion torii gate standing in the
ocean. Spend the whole day on the island to see
the torii gate in both high and low tides: at high
tide, the entire shrine seems to magically float in
the blue water, while at low tide, you can walk all
the way up to the gate.
Long established as a place of Buddhist
and Shinto worship, Itsukushima Shrine was
founded in the year 593, and it is believed
Miyajima is where the gods live. The island feels
like a slice of paradise; you can spend the day
frolicking with deer, hiking through maple leaves
in the mountains or just sitting on the shore and
watching the sun set behind the torii gate.

Himeji Castle, Hyogo
So iconic it was used as the basis for the
castle emoji, Himeji is a giant, stark white
wooden structure that has miraculously
survived wars and natural disasters. Also
known as the White Heron, the castle dates
back to the 17th century but was restored
in 2015 to its original glory. Visitors are
welcome inside to admire the refurbished
architecture and added exhibits. As the castle
sits royally on a hill surrounded by cherry
trees, it’s one of Japan’s top destinations
for hanami (cherry blossom viewing). So
if you’re planning on visiting, check the
official website for live queuing times.

SEE MORE
TIMEOUT.COM/
TOKYO

à Miyajima Island, Hiroshima prefecture (Miyajima ferry terminal).
miyajima.or.jp.

HIMEJI CITY

à 68 Honmachi, Himeji, Hyogo prefecture (Himeji Station).
079 285 1146. himejicastle.jp/en. 9am-5pm, Apr 27–Aug 31
9am-6pm. ¥1,000, students ¥300.

Time Out Tokyo October-December, 2020
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NIRADJ/DREAMSTIME

SEAN PAVONE/DREAMSTIME

Korakuen, Okayama
Korakuen in Okayama, along with Kenrokuen in Kanazawa and
Kairakuen in Mito, is one of the Three Great Gardens of Japan, a
traditional honour it has held since the 19th century. The rolling
landscape, covering approximately 144,000 square metres, is a fine
example of traditional Edo-period (1603-1868) beauty. While the
garden was damaged by war and natural distasters in the past, it has
consistently been restored based on historcal illustrated maps.
As one of the larger landscape gardens in Japan, Korakuen is
sprawling enough to boast large lawns, ponds, plum and cherry
trees and Japanese cranes. The garden is incredibly picturesque in
all four seasons, thanks to a well-curated selection of plants to make
sure there are always flowers year-round. And that grand view of
Okayama Castle in the background is the icing on the cake.

Motonosumi Shrine,
Yamaguchi
Tunnels of vermilion torii gates
are a common sight in Japan.
There’s Fushimi Inari in Kyoto
and Nezu Shrine in Tokyo, but
Motonosumi Shrine in the
seaside town of Nagato is the most
picturesque. A relatively new
shrine, built in 1955, it consists
of 123 torii gates that lead down
dramatic cliffs, with spectacular
ocean views to boot. Unlike most
shrines where you just toss a coin
into an offering box, here you’ll
have to shoot your donation into
a box at the top of the final torii
gate, which stands six metres
tall. If you make it, your wish
might just come true. (Note: the
coin box has been temporarily
removed due to Covid-19).

à 1-5 Korakuen, Kita, Okayama prefecture (Shiroshita tram stop on Higashiyama line, Okayama
Station). 086 272 1148. Mar 20-Sep 7.30am-6pm, Oct-Mar 19 8am-5pm daily. ¥410, FREE for
high school students and younger children.

Kiyotsu Gorge and the Tunnel of Light, Niigata

à498 Yuyatsuo, Nagato, Yamaguchi prefecture
(20 minutes by car from Nagato-Furuichi Station).
837 22 8404. motonosumi.com. Open sunrise to
sunset. FREE.

Niigata prefecture’s Kiyotsu Gorge is a massive natural marvel with volcanic
columns, called columnar jointing, overlooking a dramatic river view. After the
walking trails were deemed unsafe and closed to the public in 1988, Ma Yansong
and his MAD Architects team built the Tunnel of Light, a 750m-long tunnel
leading out to the gorge, so visitors can safely view its panoramic beauty. The still
black pool, which reflects the gorgeous scenery, has unsurprisingly become an
Instagram sensation.

IKEDA_A/PIXTA

à 2126-1 Koide, Tokamachi, Niigata prefecture (30 min walk from Kiyotsukyo Iriguchi bus stop). 025 763 4800. nakasatokiyotsu.com. 8am-5pm (last entry 4pm) daily. ¥800, junior high and primary school students ¥400, FREE for younger children.

Time Out Tokyo October-December, 2020
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Hitachi Seaside Park, Ibaraki
All flower lovers should add Ibaraki’s Hitachi Seaside Park to their
travel list. Best known for its blue sea of approximately 5.3 million
nemophila in spring on the Miharashi-no-Oka Hill, Hitachi Seaside
Park also grows roses, daffodils and even tulips. The fun doesn’t stop
with the flowers – there’s also an amusement park, the kid-friendly
Rinkan athletic park and 11km of cycling paths.

Narai, Nagano

HITACHI SEASIDE PARK

à Narai, Nagano prefecture (Narai Station). naraijuku.com.

à 605-4 Onuma, Mawatari, Hitachinaka, Ibaraki prefecture (Katsuta Station). 029 265 9001.
hitachikaihin.jp. 9.30am-5pm daily. ¥450 (price may vary according to season), FREE for junior high
school students and younger children.

VARAPORN CHAISIN/DREAMSTIME

Along the historic Nakasendo, the mountainous
route which connected old Edo (present-day
Tokyo) with Kyoto, is Narai, a post town in the
picturesque Kiso Valley. This is one of the best
places to catch a glimpse of Edo-period (16031868) life, as most of this then-prosperous town
is so well-preserved that its wooden buildings
stretch for a 1km block. Many of the heritage
houses have been adapted into restaurants,
minshuku (Japanese bed and breakfast) and
stores while two former residences – Nakamura
Residence and Kamidonya Shiryokan – are
preserved as they were back in the day. Narai
is incredibly photogenic in autumn, when
bright foliage lights up the surrounding Kiso
mountain range.

Takachiho Gorge, Miyazaki

There are many hot spring towns in Kyushu
but only Kurokawa Onsen makes you feel like
you’ve stepped back in time. You won’t find large
hotels or tacky advertising hoardings here; the
town has retained its original atmosphere with
wooden ryokan in the valley around Mt Aso.
Unlike flashy onsen towns filled with tour
buses and visitor attractions, the focus at
Kurokawa Onsen is simply the baths. You can
enjoy nature while soaking in the steaming
water at the outdoor baths, called rotenburo. Or
hop through three different public and private
onsen with the wooden ‘Rotemburo Meguri’
pass for ¥1,300. The town is best explored in
a yukata after sunset, once all the day bathers
have left, especially during the winter bamboo
illumination from December to April.
à Kurokawa Onsen, Manganji, Minamioguni-machi, Aso-gun,
Kumamoto prefecture.

The breathtaking Takachiho Gorge in Miyazaki is best seen from the water – you can
rent a small rowing boat and take a romantic cruise down the calm Gokase River. This
is no paddle in the park, though: the gorge is filled with natural wonder and you’ll be
surrounded by lush maple trees and the dramatic 17m-tall Minai-no-taki waterfall.
Prefer to stay on dry land? The gorge is still beautiful from above – hikers can walk along
the 1km Takachiho Promenade for a landscape view, best enjoyed during the summer
illumination or the vermillion autumn foliage.

TAKAFUMI HIMENO/DREAMSTIME

SARA WINTER/DREAMSTIME

Kurokawa Onsen, Kumamoto

à Mukoyama, Takachiho-cho, Nishiusuki-gun, Miyazaki prefecture (Takachiho Bus Centre). 0982 73 1213. takachiho-kanko.info. FREE.

Time Out Tokyo October-December, 2020
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The beaches of Ishigaki, Okinawa

Kabira Bay

Imagine a white sand beach with water so
crystal clear you don’t even need snorkelling
gear to see the fish. There’s no need to use your
imagination in the tropical paradise of Okinawa,
a string of islands between Japan and Taiwan.
Of the 49 inhabited islands, Ishigaki is easily
one of the most scenic, with a mix of mountains,
jungles and sandy beaches to satisfy both the
active and adventurous, and those who prefer
lounging on the beach. Spend the day tanning
and swimming at Yonehara Beach or have a
look at sea critters in azure waters on Kabira Bay,
where you can take a glass-bottom boat tour.

Yamadera Temple, Yamagata
A 30-minute, 1,000-step uphill hike will lead you to the cinematic sight of
the Yamadera Temple complex, a small, isolated collection of Buddhist
halls founded over a thousand years ago on the side of a mountain. Find
the energy to climb a few storeys higher and you’ll reach Godaido Hall,
a small vantage point that looks out towards the verdant countryside of
Yamagata. Visit in summer or autumn and you’ll see fog rolling through
the hills as you gaze at one of the best hiking views in Tohoku.

à Ishigaki Island, Yaeyama, Okinawa prefecture.

Zao Snow Monsters, Yamagata

Sure, Arashiyama can be touristy, but there’s
nothing more soothing than the sound of
bamboo slowly swaying in the wind. Head
to the natural bamboo grove early in the
morning (it’s open 24 hours) to avoid the
crowds. Don’t miss out on Tenryuji Temple, a
Zen temple with a relaxing landscape garden,
and Nonomiya Shrine, which appeared in
the classic work of Japanese literature ‘The
Tale of Genji’ – both are near the grove.

Zao is not only one of the best ski resorts for
those hitting the slopes, it’s also home to
picturesque scenery straight out of a winter
fairy tale – or a horror film. The slopes are
lined with trees covered in snow and warped
from the wind, so they look like gigantic,
mutated snowmen. You can trek or ski
through this winter wonderland, although
one of the best views is from above in the
ski gondola. The snow monsters are even
celebrated with their own festival in January,
complete with illuminations and fireworks.

WALTER MARIO STEIN/UNSPLASH; TOP: ZIGGY MARS/SHUTTERSTOCK

Arashiyama Bamboo Grove, Kyoto

à Arashiyama, Ukyo, Kyoto prefecture (Saga-Arashiyama Station).

Time Out Tokyo October-December, 2020
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à 4456-1 Yamadera, Yamagata prefecture (Yamadera Station). 023 695 2843. rissyakuji.jp.
8am-5pm daily. ¥300.

à Zao, Yamagata prefecture (gondola located at Zao Onsen Ski Resort).
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Kumano Kodo, Wakayama
Shirakawa-go, Gifu

Unesco-designated Buddhist and Shinto
pilgrimage trails make up the Kumano Kodo on the
Kii Peninsula in Wakayama prefecture. The 70km
route leads through Mt Koya’s dense, lush forest and
stops by plenty of ancient shrines and temples.
If you get tired along the trek, you can stay overnight
at a shrine, temple or traditional ryokan and
participate in morning worship rituals and enjoy the
classic Japanese Buddhist cuisine known as shojin
ryori. One of the most famous destinations on the
route is the Kumano Nachi Taisha, which boasts a
three-storey vermillion pagoda and Nachi-no-Taki,
which at 133 metres is the tallest waterfall in Japan.

Deep in Gifu prefecture lies Shirakawa-go, a
perfectly preserved historical Japanese village
and Unesco World Heritage Site, famed for its
traditional gassho-zukuri style farmhouses
known for their thatched, triangular roofs
that resemble praying hands. Today most
of the farmhouses have been converted into
museums, restaurants and even guesthouses,
meaning that visitors have ample opportunities
to explore the interior of the houses to admire
the idiosyncratic architecture, held together
by wooden beams. The gassho-zukuri
buildings are especially picturesque in
winter: the village is hemmed in by a fortress
of mountains so the snow-covered structures
resemble gingerbread houses in a fairytale.

SEAN PAVONE/DREAMSTIME

à Kumano Kodo, Wakayama prefecture. tb-kumano.jp.

à Access via Seseragi Parking Area 2495-3 Ogi-machi, Shirakawamura, Ono-gun, Gifu prefecture. 5769 6 1311. ml.shirakawa-go.org.

Yakushima, Kagoshima

Time Out Tokyo October-December, 2020
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Just a hop, skip and 24-hour ferry ride away from
Tokyo, you’ll find the Ogasawara Islands, home
to some of the best snorkelling, hiking and sandy
beaches in Japan. The islands are truly remote,
so you’ll get to relax, disconnect and enjoy the
subtropical climate far from the bustling city.
Chichijima, one of the main islands, is a
popular spot for dolphin and whale watching.
Minamijima, off the coast of Chichijima, is only
accessible with a tour guide, but the eccentric
rock formations and white sand beach are
definitely worth the extra effort. Wild and
relatively untouched by modern infrastructure,
the Ogasawara Islands are a rewarding
destination for those willing to go the extra mile.
à Ogasawara Islands, Tokyo prefecture (Ogasawara Maru ship from
Tokyo Takeshiba Pier). www.ogasawaramura.com.

OGASAWARA_PHOTO/PIXTA

OGASAWARA_PHOTO/PIXTA

à Yakushima, Kagoshima prefecture
(Miyanoura or Anbo ports from Kagoshima
Port). kagoshima-kankou.com/for/areaguides/yakushima.

Ogasawara Islands, Tokyo

WIRESTOCK/DREAMSTIME

Off the coast of Kagoshima prefecture is
Yakushima, a nature lover’s paradise.
The best way to see the small island,
which inspired the setting of the Ghibli
film ‘Princess Mononoke’, is through
multi-day treks: you’ll forget about the
absurdities of modern life as you hike
the moss-covered dirt tracks and admire
yakusugi, the oldest surviving trees in
Japan, more than 1,000 years old. There
are multiple trails catering to different
experience levels, from an easy-peasy
one-hour hike to an exhilarating 20-hour
overnight journey. Highlights include
the overnight trek to see the ancient
Jomonsugi cedar tree, estimated to be
between 2,000 and 7,200 years old.
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Venus Line, Nagano

HIT THE
ROAD

ROUTE: Chino to Matsumoto
TOTAL DISTANCE: 76km

Take a drive through the Japanese
Alps on this scenic road known as
the Venus Line. The drive connects
Nagano’s central highlands and
feels as if you’re cruising through
the clouds at a staggering altitude
ranging from 1,400 to 2,000
metres. The drive starts from the
city of Chino and passes through
a number of nature spots before
hitting the city of Ueda.
This road trip can be split into a
two-day adventure with multiple
sights and stops to enjoy along the

Looking for a relaxed yet socially distanced
way to travel? Hop into a car and take these
scenic road trips throughout Japan.
By Kaila Imada

way. Conveniently located just off
the Venus Line trail, Tateshina
Onsen makes for an ideal
overnight spot as the area is home
to some of the best hot springs
around. Instead of venturing all
the way to Ueda, you could also
end your road trip in Matsumoto,
artist Yayoi Kusama’s hometown.
The city’s art museum is filled with
her iconic art, naturally, and the
black Matsumoto Castle is one of
Japan’s top historic landmarks.
Note that during winter, parts of
the Venus Line road are closed due
to snowfall.

Pit stops: The Kirigamine Kogen Plateau is the
highest point on the Venus Line trail and boasts gorgeous
wildflowers and lush vegetation throughout the seasons. For
winter travellers, the Shirakaba 2 in 1 Ski Field (www.2in1.
jp) is a great spot for skiers and snowboarders of all levels.
Closer to Matsumoto, the Utsukushigahara Open Air
Museum (utsukushi-oam.jp) boasts over 300 installations
and sculptures dotted over the grassy hillside.

Yamaguchi
A drive over the scenic Tsunoshima
Bridge is a must if you’re in Yamaguchi
prefecture. A modern-day engineering
marvel, the bridge stretches 1,780
metres across the crystal clear waters
of the Sea of Japan, making for
beautiful views from either direction.
The drive from Yuda Onsen town
takes about 90 minutes non-stop, and
easily makes for a leisurely day trip.
Once you’ve reached Tsunoshima
Island, you’ll want to spend some time
at the stunning beaches and swing
by the Shiokaze-no-Sato rest stop for
souvenirs and fresh seafood.

Izu Skyline, Shizuoka
ROUTE: Izu Skyline to the Sengokuhara
Susuki Grass Fields
TOTAL DISTANCE: 65km
A beautiful drive that stretches
from Ito city towards Atami, the
Izu Skyline winds through the
mountains and takes in views of
Mt Fuji – you can stop for photos
at various car parks and lookout
points. As the route onlyrequires
about an hour to complete, you
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can extend your road trip through
the onsen hub of Hakone before
making your way up to the
Instagram-famous Sengokuhara
Pampas Grass Field, where the
tall grass turns a silvery hue in
autumn. To make the most of
your trip, spend a night in Hakone
where you can rejuvenate in one of
the natural hot springs the town is
famous for.
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Pit stops: This drive is all about the photo-ops. Aside from
catching Mt Fuji, you’ll want to stop along the shores of
Lake Ashi to snap a photo of Kuzuryu Shrine Hongu – the
vermillion torii gate rises from the water on the east bank of
the lake.
Culture lovers should take advantage of the area’s diverse
range of art museums. The impressive Hakone Open Air
Museum (hakone-oam.or.jp) with its myriad of outdoor
sculptures is great for families while the Pola Museum of
Art (polamuseum.or.jp) has a sizeable collection of works by
French impressionists including Claude Monet and PierreAuguste Renoir.

YYAMA3270/DREAMSTIME; TOP: NORIKAZU/DREAMSTIME

YOSHITAKA/PIXTA

ROUTE: Yuda Onsen to Tsunoshima Island
TOTAL DISTANCE: 76km

Pit stops: A road trip through
Yamaguchi prefecture wouldn’t
be complete without a stop at
Akiyoshidai plateau and the
Akiyoshido Cavern (karusuto.
com). The area is known for its
rolling green hills dotted with
limestone rock formations which
were created by volcanoes and the
shifting of ocean plates millions of
years ago. Akiyoshido especially

is worth a visit as the giant
limestone cave gives you a
glimpse of the underside of the
area’s unique topography and
more natural rock formations.
Sake fans, put Ohmine Shuzou
New Brewery (ohmine.jp) on
your list. Here you can shop for
premium sake made from local
rice and fuel up at the on-site café
before continuing your drive.
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ROUTE: Kanazawa to Chirihama Nagisa
Driveway and the Noto Peninsula
TOTAL DISTANCE: 117km

After spending a few days exploring
the historical town of Kanazawa,
rent a car and head up north through
Ishikawa prefecture’s Noto Peninsula.
Located 40km north of Kanazawa, the
Chirihama Nagisa Drivewayis a popular
destination for road trippers as you get
to drive on a sandy beach. The 8km-long
driveway is best enjoyed during sunset.
Head further up the peninsula and
you’ll come across the coastal city of
Wajima, which makes a good overnight
stop if you want to stretch out your
journey.

Pit stops: A must-visit for those passing through Wajima is the
Wajima Morning Market (asaichi.info), which has been a fixture
in the city for over 1,000 years. Here you can browse over 200 stalls
of fresh seafood, farm produce and handicrafts. One of the most
scenic spots in Wajima is the Shiroyone Senmaida Rice Terraces
(senmaida.wajima-kankou.jp), which are often illuminated in the
evening from October to March.

MATYA1234/PIXTA

JUITE WEN/DREAMSTIME

Ishikawa

Hokkaido
ROUTE: Sapporo to Roller Coaster Road
and Patchwork Road
TOTAL DISTANCE: 148km
Japan’s northernmost island,
Hokkaido is home to picturesque
landscapes, open stretches of
farmland and some of the best
ski slopes come winter. It’s also
particularly well suited to a road
trip as a car can get you to the
scenic countryside not reachable
by public transport.

Wakayama
ROUTE: Wakayama city to Seigantoji Temple
TOTAL DISTANCE: 175km

Just south of Osaka, the beautiful
Wakayama prefecture is often
overlooked. The coastal drive from
the city of Wakayama to the renowned
Seigantoji Temple, a Unesco World
Heritage Site with a stunning 133m
waterfall in its backyard, takes just
over three hours andoffers some
picturesque ocean views.
If you’d rather take your time, opt
for a two-day excursion and spend
the night at one of Wakayama’s
idyllic beach resorts. We recommend
Shirahama for its expansive white
sand beach, which stretches over
600 metres. Just don’t forget your
swimsuit.
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Pit stops: En route to Roller Coaster Road from Sapporo, you’ll
pass by Farm Tomita (farm-tomita.co.jp), known for its vibrant
flower fields and fragrant stretches of lavender in summer. Don’t
miss the famed lavender flavoured soft-serve ice cream.
Another worthwhile detour before reaching Roller Coaster
Road is the Shirogane Blue Pond (biei-hokkaido.jp/en). Living
up to its name, the man-made pond is brilliant blue in colour,
thanks to the presence of aluminium that has seeped into the
water. For flower enthusiasts, there are a few farms worth visiting
along the way, including Shikisai-no-Oka (shikisainooka.jp)
and Zerubu Hill (biei.selfip.com).

SEAN PAVONE/DREAMSTIME

Pit stops: South of Wakayama
city, you’ll run into the
historical port town of Yuasa,
the birthplace of soy sauce
in Japan. The charming
streets are still lined with
well-preserved heritage
buildings dating back to the
Edo period (1603-1868). Hit
up the Yuasa Soy Sauce
Company (yuasasyouyu.
co.jp) for a guided tour of the
soy sauce brewery. Aside from
the beach, Shirahama town is
also known for its hot-spring
onsen, especially the open-air
Saki-no-Yu (nanki-shirahama.net). Trust us, you’ll
want to take a soak when the weather starts to cool.

Two of Japan’s most beautiful
drives happen to be in Hokkaido
and they are connected, making
it easy to hit up both on one
leisurely day trip. The stunning
Roller Coaster Road takes you
over undulating hills flanked by
pristine farmlands. Head north
and about 12km later, you’ll reach
the scenic Patchwork Road, known
for patches of farmland which
resemble a colourful quilt.
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Glamp it up
Want to go camping without roughing it? These
lavish glamping sites let you enjoy the great
outdoors in the lap of luxury. By Emma Steen

Pica Fujiyama
Take a trip to Yamanashi prefecture and
enjoy the natural scenery that surrounds
the icon of Japan – Mt Fuji. Pica Fujiyama
is an ideal spot for ambitious climbers: it’s
just a half-hour drive or 29-minute train ride
to the mountain’s fifth station and highest
starting point. However, the stunning
scenes of Lake Kawaguchiko nearby and the
secluded environment make it a worthwhile
destination even outside of climbing season.
You’ll also get plenty of views from the
comfort of your futuristic dome tent,
which resembles an igloo, with one side
being completely transparent to make you

feel closer to nature. The domes can each
accommodate up to four people and are set
up on their own wooden decks which come
with hammocks for daytime snooze and
telescopes for stargazing at nightfall.
With all this space, paragliding courses are
an option for adrenaline junkies, but there’s
also kayaking, glass blowing, cooking classes
and pottery workshops in the area for visitors
who prefer something slower paced.
à 6662-10 Funatsu, Fujikawaguchiko-machi, Minamitsuru-gun,
Yamanashi prefecture. 0555 28 6303. pica-resort.jp/fujiyama.
From ¥10,000 per person. ///games.caged.respect

GETTING THERE: Approximately 22 minutes
on the free shuttle bus from Fujikyu Highland
Station, Minamitsuru.

Twin Ring
A family-friendly resort, Twin Ring in Tochigi
prefecture is packed with outdoor facilities and
attractions suitable for all ages. The site features a
racing circuit, which is used for different motorsports
throughout the year, and even has special tracks and
go-karts for guests to whizz around on.
If you’d rather leave the road behind, the park
also offers a 561m zipline, a ‘net forest’ playground
and seasonal experiences such as hot air balloon
rides. Such high-octane and sky-high activities
will leave you craving rest and relaxation, which
you will get plenty of regardless of your choice
of accommodation, be it a log cabin or a lavish
glamping setup. Some of the tents in the latter
category are so spacious they come with an indoor
hammock and loveseat as well as a proper bed.
However, with so many activities available here, you
probably won’t want to spend much time inside.

SURE, THERE’S PLENTY to get excited about when it comes

to exploring the great outdoors, but for most city dwellers,
the experience of camping out in the wild can be a daunting
undertaking that often falls short of expectations. If fumbling
around to pitch a tent in the dark sounds like a familiar struggle,
then perhaps you’re more suited to a less laborious adventure.
Glamping, or luxury camping, has become all the rage in recent
years amongst people who simply want to enjoy open spaces
and breathe in mountain air without giving up all their creature
comforts. Fancy sitting around a campfire next to your pre-pitched
tent whilst listening to the sound of babbling brooks? If that
sounds like your kind of thing, read on for our list of the best places
to experience Japan’s natural landscapes with an extra touch of
class. Your stress-free holiday in the great outdoors, sorted.

Undoubtedly the most opulent site on this list
is Circus Outdoor, which you don’t even have
to leave Tokyo to visit. Forget camping cots and
portable lamps; the tents at this glamp site on
the shore of Lake Okutama are heavily decorated
with as many cushy, vintage furniture pieces
as they can fit. Just remember: lounging on a
plush leather loveseat under a chandelier is still
glamping as long as it’s in a tent. Go all out and
book a yurt that comes with a butler, or opt for
a marginally less extravagant experience that
includes a barbecue dinner.

à 120-1 Hiyama, Motegi-machi, Haga-gun, Tochigi prefecture.
0285 64 0001. twinring.jp/f-glamping. From ¥20, 400
for a family of four (not including meals). ///pumas.curled.biscuit

Note: since these glamping sites are situated in rural countryside, we’ve
included the digital geo-coding system what3words in the listing details to
help you pinpoint their exact locations. These what3words addresses are
preceded by ‘///’. To navigate, download the free what3words app from
Google Play or the App Store.
Time Out Tokyo October-December, 2020

Circus Outdoor

à 1290-1 Kawano, Okutama-machi, Nishitama-gun. circusoutdoor.com.
From ¥35,000 per person. ///hikers.tumbled.nachos

GETTING THERE: Approximately 15 minutes by taxi from
Motegi Station, Haga.
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GETTING THERE: 90 minutes by train on the Ome
Special Rapid Line from Shinjuku Station to Okutama
Station, followed by a 30-minute ride on bus no. 9, 10
or 11 to Chuokutamako Bus Stop.
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Comorebi Camp

Tent Ichinomiya

Holidaying deep in the forests of Japan’s
beautiful landscape is made infinitely
more pleasant when one also has access
to an onsen. This glamping site is set
within Kyushu’s onsen capital of Oita
prefecture, where the natural springs are
revered for their therapeutic properties.
Comorebi touts itself as a camp ‘you
can wear heels to’, with activities like
morning yoga on offer and musical
instruments you can play to enrich
your getaway. The yurts are tastefully
furnished and suitably plush, complete
with proper beds, beanbags and beautiful

These cabins in Chiba prefecture are really
just an excuse to have a weekend full of
barbecues, but what’s not to love about slow
evenings of grilling steaks by the sea? The
‘tents’ (triangular cabins, really) are just
three minutes from Ichinomiya Beach, a
favourite haunt for Tokyoites who enjoy
surfing, as well as Ichinomiya River, where
you can catch your own fish to cook for
dinner. At sundown, you can set up lanterns
provided by the facility to relax on the roof
terrace, or try looking through the stargazing telescope to see the moon up close.
à 10217 Ichinomiya, Ichinomiya-machi, Chosei-gun, Chiba
prefecture. 0475 44 7733. tent-ichinomiya.co.jp. From ¥44,000
per room. ///socket.sunroof.nets

rugs. However, you might be convinced
to leave your nook to spend a few hours
at the well-stocked Comorebi Bar, which
is reminiscent of the upscale watering
holes in Ginza, though not as uptight.
On clear days, the camp puts
on film screenings at the outdoor
theatre for you to enjoy in the evening
following a barbecue dinner and
a leisurely soak in the onsen.
à 105 Tokimatsu, Hasama-machi, Yufu, Oita prefecture.
comorebi-camp.jp. From ¥32,000 per person, with tents
accommodating between two and six people.
///milk.steward.hippo

GETTING THERE: Approximately 15 minutes
by taxi from JR Mukainoharu Station in Yufu.

GETTING THERE: About 40 minutes on the
Keiyo Rapid Line from Tokyo Station, followed
by a five-minute bus ride from JR Kazusa
Ichinomiya Station to Boshi Homu-mae.

Comoriver

Inn the Park
These spherical tents suspended in the forest of
Numazu, Shizuoka prefecture look straight out of a fairy
tale. The spheres aren’t furnished with antique trinkets
or luxurious couches; they instead adhere to a simple
style that instills the feeling of being at one with nature –
don’t worry, you still get a proper mattress bed. Even the
camp’s spacious indoor lobby is only furnished with the
bare minimum, with just a few stylish wooden surfaces
and little else to distract you from the zen of nature.
That doesn’t mean you’re left wanting more, though.
Everything is so well taken care of that you don’t even
need to bring your own provisions. At the on-site café,
you’ll be spoilt for choice, from locally made craft beer to
six-course dinners. Moreover, Inn the Park is especially
accommodating to people with dietary preferences
including vegetarians and vegans.
à 220-4 Ashitaka, Numazu, Shizuoka prefecture. 055 939 8366. innthepark.jp.
From ¥21,450 per person, with tents accommodating up to two people.
///export.teaches.enter

GETTING THERE: 18 minutes by taxi from Numazu Station,
Shizuoka.
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Izu Shaboten Village
Established to commemorate the 60th anniversary of Izu Shaboten Zoo, this glamping
village offers three types of sumptuously appointed dome tents. During the colder
months, the Japanese-style tent is the best option because it comes equipped with a
kotatsu (a low heated table with a duvet) that is impossibly cosy and hard to come out of
once you’re settled in.
Due to the site’s proximity to the zoo,
guests are just a few steps away from
seeing free-roaming peacocks, squirrel
monkeys and even those internetviral capybaras that like to sit in hot
spring baths. Equally worthwhile is the
neighbouring theme park which features
funfair rides, a wooden castle maze and
a dinosaur forest which never fails to
delight the kids.
à 1317-584 Futo, Ito, Shizuoka prefecture. 0557 52 3711.
id-village.jp/glamping. From ¥20,300 per tent.
///imaginary.awesome.ambient

Love nature but draw the line
at spending the night in it?
This riverside camp in Saitama
prefecture offers a short and sweet
day trip to anyone after an outdoor
barbecue and a lazy afternoon by
the river. Ready-to-grill food is
available to buy, though you can
also bring your own.
If you do choose to stay the
night, the spacious tents, lined
with beautiful rugs, come
equipped with semi-double
airbeds plus an abundance
of pillows to keep you comfy.
However, you’ll still have access
to them even if you’re on a day
package. There are also cabins on
site if you’re looking for another
form of accommodation.
à 930-1 Hongo, Tokigawa-machi, Hiki-gun, Saitama
prefecture. 0493 81 5477. comoriver.com. From
¥9,800 per person. ///sounds.twinkly.autumn

GETTING THERE: One hour on
the Tobu Tojo line from Ikebukuro
Station, then a 25-minute ride on
the no. 1 bus from Musashi Ranzan
Station to Tokigawa-machi Daini
Choshazen Bus Stop.

GETTING THERE: About 35 minutes by
Tokai Bus or 25 minutes by taxi from Ito
Station, Ito.
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All aboard
Japan not only has the world’s most advanced and efficient train
network, it also offers some one-of-a-kind novelty trains that are
perfect for leisurely rides. By Youka Nagase

Panda Kuroshio

Running between Kyoto and Shingu
stations on the Tokaido and Kisei
main lines since 2017, the adorable
Panda Kuroshio train recently received
a makeover to highlight the UN’s
Sustainable Development Goals and
educate children about the importance
of sustainability.
The train is not all just outer beauty,
though; the interior is decorated with

animals from Wakayama prefecture’s
Adventure World wildlife park
including lions, zebras and polar
bears. Even the seats feature a special
panda headrest cover (except those in
the green car and women’s-only car).
Tickets are priced the same as any other
limited express train on the line: ¥5,700
one way for a reserved seat from ShinOsaka to Shirahama. The entire journey
takes four hours.
à www.jr-odekake.net/railroad/kuroshio/pandakuroshio

Omocha Densha

à oigawa-railway.co.jp/thomas
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DESIGN: EIJI MITOOKA + DON DESIGN ASSOCIATES

Seven decades after the first ‘Thomas the Tank Engine’ book, the
fictional steam locomotive has finally come to life. You can ride
this beloved British children’s book and cartoon character through
the lush countryside of Shizuoka prefecture every year from
around May to October.
There are two 70-minute round trips a day between Shin-Kanaya and
Ieyama stations, and passengers will be treated to the accompanying
Day Out with Thomas festival, where you’ll meet Thomas’s other
locomotive friends Winston and James (these are non-functioning lifesized replicas), and shop for Thomas-themed snacks and souvenirs. To
score a seat on this fun ride, enter the ticket lottery in advance through
Lawson Ticket (l-tike.com), which is only accessible within Japan. A
round-trip ticket costs ¥3,050 for adults, while it’s ¥1,530 for kids.

©2020 GULLANE [THOMAS] LIMITED

Thomas the Tank Engine

Wakayama prefecture’s Omocha Densha, also
known as ‘Omoden’ to the locals, appeals to the
kid inside all of us. Just as its name ‘omocha’ (‘toy’
in Japanese) suggests, the train is filled with all
sorts of toys and figurines displayed in glass cases;
there’s even a carriage with capsule toy machines,
which you can spin for a surprise souvenir.
While the bright red train may look minimalist
on the outside, its interior is more elaborate and
colourful. Parents will be glad to know that there
are even playpens for toddlers. Omoden runs
year-round from Wakayama to Kishi stations on
the Kishigawa line – which takes 30 minutes – and
tickets cost ¥410 one way. You could also get a
one-day unlimited ride pass for ¥800.
à www.wakayama-dentetsu.co.jp/train/omoden
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Aru Ressha

The most luxurious and grown-up train on
this list, Aru Ressha was built based on a
model created by the late Nobutaro Hara, a
railway enthusiast and founder of the Hara
Model Railway Museum in Yokohama. This
elaborately designed train runs in Kyushu,
mostly between Huis Ten Bosch and Hakata
stations, taking customers on a roughly
three-hour scenic ride through nature.
The gold-coloured exterior features
intricate arabesque art along the bottom
half of the train. The opulent interior,
meanwhile, is filled with furniture

made from maple and walnut wood,
coffered ceilings and traditional muntin
craftsmanship that’s also found in Japan’s
most famous sleeper train, the Seven Stars
Kyushu. For an all-out experience, opt for
the private compartments in the second car.
A one-way ticket for this top-class
experience will set you back at least ¥26,000
(price per person when reserved for two),
but it comes with drinks and a dessert
course served during the journey. The food
is created by Yoshihiro Narisawa, the chef
and owner of Narisawa in Tokyo, one of the
World’s 50 Best Restaurants.

SL Gunma

Pokémon with You Train

Pokémon trainers will go crazy for this two-car train in
the Tohoku region with its exclusively yellow and brown
colour scheme to match the franchise’s most recognisable
character, Pikachu. The first car has reserved seating and
features Pikachu motifs everywhere, from the floor to the
curtains, while the second car is a space where children can
nap, play and take pictures with a massive soft toy version
of the electric rodent. The train runs year-round from
Ichinoseki to Kesennuma stations (two hours one way).
Tickets start from ¥420.
à jreast.co.jp/e/joyful/pokemon.html

Relive the bygone days of rail travel with the
family-friendly SL Gunma steam locomotives.
The historical trains run between Takasaki and
Minakami stations, taking you through the scenic
countryside of Gunma prefecture. There are
two old-school steam engines on offer: the more
powerful D51 498, which was designed to pull
freight cars, and the smoother, more relaxed C61
20, which was built to pull passenger cars.
The journey is filled with plenty of fun activities
for children including the chance to make an
announcement over the train’s loudspeaker, as
well as put on a driver’s uniform and pose for a
photo. Families with children of primary school
age and under can book out a lounge car box seat,
which fits up to six people and comes with board
games and origami to keep the kids busy.
The SL Gunma trains only operate on weekends
and holidays, and the entire journey takes about
two hours. Tickets cost ¥970 per person, with an
additional ¥520 for reserved seats.
à jreast.co.jp/railway/joyful/slgunma.html

à jrkyushu-aruressha.jp

Hello Kitty Shinkansen

Japan’s most famous character, Hello Kitty takes
over an entire shinkansen with its signature pink
and white colours. The passenger car, also known
as the ‘kawaii room’, is as adorable as it sounds, all
decked out with Hello Kitty print.
There’s lots to explore on this train: in the other
cars you’ll find small exhibitions, photography
areas, souvenir kiosks and rest areas that are
awash in pink and adorned with images of
Hello Kitty and friends. This bullet train runs
between Hakata and Shin-Osaka stations on the
Kodama line (one round-trip per day, with some
exceptions). Tickets are priced the same as the
regular shinkansen plying that route.

Medetai

à nankai.co.jp/kada/medetai.html
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à jr-hellokittyshinkansen.jp
©1976, 2020 SANRIO CO., LTD. APPROVAL NO. L613133

Tai, or red snapper, is said to bring
good luck in Japan, and that’s what you
can hope for with this novelty train in
Wakayama inspired by the fish. Running
between Wakayamashi and Kada
stations, the Medetai train comes in three
colours – red, blue and pink.
The latest addition in the lineup,
Nana the red train, is decked out with
more lucky motifs inside, such as the
beckoning cat, daruma dolls and of
course, more tai. The Medetai train runs
year-round, with a one-way trip costing
anywhere from ¥160 to ¥340, depending
on your stop. An entire journey
takes 30 minutes.
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Eating &
Drinking
OXOMOCO

Oxomoco is the Tokyo outpost of the popular Brooklyn-based
– and Michelin-starred – Mexican restaurant. Start with the
guacamole (¥980) and a frozen margarita (¥850), then work
your way through tostadas, tacos, mole and more. Flavours
are a fresh and punchy mix, such as the refreshing flatfish
crudo with lime and herbs (¥1,600), lightly fried beef tartare
with grasshopper mayonnaise (¥1,750), and grilled chicken
with spiced red rice and pastilla chilli salsa (¥1,950). You
could also opt for the lunch set menu (¥2,400, four courses) or
dinner set menu (¥5,000, five courses plus dessert) to sample
a selection of the restaurant’s signature dishes.
à 03 6409 6386. oxomoco-online.shop. 11.30am-3pm (last orders 1.30pm),
5.30pm-11pm (10pm) daily.

The world on a plate
Five cool eateries to check out at The Restaurant,
the latest international dining hall in Hiroo, Shibuya.
By Jessica Thompson

LOCATED IN EAT PLAY WORKS, a new
multi-purpose complex in Shibuya’s Hiroo
neighbourhood, The Restaurant offers a
cluster of eateries spread over two floors and
a hidden courtyard. The vibrant dining hall
feels like a modern take on Tokyo’s famously
bustling dining scene, but instead of the
cheek-by-jowl street stalls of the 1600s or the
cosy ramen shops of the 20th century, it boasts
17 compact restaurants side-by-side.
The tall, slender building of Eat Play Works
Time Out Tokyo October-December, 2020

is fairly inconspicuous along Hiroo’s main
shopping street, around the corner from Hiroo
Station (exit 2). Look for the street-facing
Blue Bottle Coffee on the ground floor – the
hip coffee institution offers coffee-based
cocktails all day as well as Coffee Pale Ale beer
on tap – and head down the foliage-lined path
to the right. Walk past the small and obscure
reception and you’ll come to the dining space.
While the restaurants mostly offer counter
seats, each is uniquely designed to match the
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food offering. However, we recommend you
order at the restaurant of your choice and
make a beeline for the outdoor tables
at the courtyard, where you can dine and drink
under strings of fairy lights surrounded by
plenty of greenery – a great inner city hideout.
The list of venues runs the gamut of cuisines
from Japan and Mexico to Spain, Italy, France
and the Middle East – here are just a handful
of our favourites.

SEE MORE
TIMEOUT.COM/
TOKYO

33

October-December, 2020 Time Out Tokyo

OKINAWA STOCK STORE

As its name suggests, this restaurant celebrates the culinary heritage of Japan’s
southernmost prefecture, famous for its tropical climate, picturesque island scenery
and a cuisine that’s very distinct from that of the mainland.
Ingredients like umibudo (sea grapes), bitter melon, asa seaweed, bonito flakes,
mango and passionfruit star in the restaurant’s colourful dishes. Try Okinawan soba,
a bowl of chilled noodles topped with vegetables and bonito flakes (¥1,000), or go for
the chawanmushi (steamed egg custard) served with fresh seaweed, sea urchin and
salmon roe (¥1,000).
If you prefer to sample a mix of flavours, pick from the assorted obanzai (seasonal dishes
of the day), where a platter starts from ¥800. Wash it down with a fresh fruit sour – a mix of
fresh fruit (duh), shochu and soda water – or a glass of the local Okinawan spirit, awamori.

SALAM

You don’t normally come across ingredients like sumac, farro, rosewater, baharat and halloumi when
dining out in Tokyo, but these flavours are forefront at chef Fumio Yonezawa’s new Middle Eastern
restaurant, Salam.
Yonezawa, whose other venues include the popular Aoyama grill, The Burn, credits his interest
in vegetable-driven cuisine to his time training at three-Michelin-starred French restaurant JeanGeorges in New York. At Salam, he combines mostly vegan dishes from Israel, Turkey, Greece, Egypt
and Lebanon with some clever plant-based ingredients like soy yoghurt.
The refreshing quinoa tabbouleh has a Japanese twist, with shiso and myoga (Japanese ginger)
added to the lineup of watermelon, tomato, cucumber and mint (¥900). And don’t miss the roasted
peaches and carrots, served with fried halloumi and za’atar dressing (¥1,500). You can dine a la carte,
or mix it up with the lunch tasting course (¥2,400, three courses plus tea) or dinner tasting course
(¥3,800, five courses).

à03 5422 6778. therestaurant-hiroo.com/shop/okinawa. 11.30am-3pm (last orders 2.30pm), 5pm-11pm (10pm) daily.

à salam-online.shop. 11.30am-2.30pm (last orders 1.30pm), 5.30pm-11pm (10pm) daily.

AN COM

Curious about pairing banh mi and sake? An Com is just the place to explore the intersection
of Vietnamese and Japanese cuisine. The younger sibling of popular Gaienmae Vietnamese
restaurant An Di, An Com is supervised by award-winning sommelier Motohiro Ogoshi, so you
can expect an excellent lineup of sake, shochu and natural wine curated to match the dishes.
The style at An Com is similar to its sister restaurant, but with a more casual vibe. There are
rice paper rolls packed with seasonal herbs and vegetables plus fresh seafood or ginger pork
(¥1,000), banh mi (¥900), lemongrass lamb meatballs (¥2,200), and other classic Vietnamese
street food. Just like An Di, the ingredients are local and organic, and the flavours wellbalanced and vibrant.
Lunch and dinner tasting menus are also available (¥5,000, or ¥9,000 with matching
alcohol). Or, you could also go for a more low-key set lunch of pho or banh mi for ¥1,400, both of
which are served with rice paper rolls.
à03 6409 6386. therestaurant-hiroo.com/shop/ancom. 11.30am-3pm (last orders 2pm), 5.30pm-11pm (10pm), closed Mon.

GRACIA

At this relaxed Spanish gastrobar, chef Jerome Quilbeuf is bringing the bold, rustic flavours
of Catalonia to Tokyo. Quilbeuf, originally from France, spent decades in Spain, including
working as a sous chef at three-Michelin-starred restaurant Sant Pau in Catalonia, a region
famed for its dining scene.
As well as daily specials, the menu staples to look for are the simply named but richly
flavoured rice with shrimp (¥2,600), bread with tomato and prosciutto (¥2,800), and of course,
the Iberican pork pluma (¥4,500), a premium cut of shoulder blade meat, cooked rare and
served with Tasmanian mustard.
à03 6432 5013. gracia-tokyo.jp. 11.30am-3pm (last orders 2pm), 5.30pm-11pm (10pm), closed Wed.

à The Restaurant, Eat Play Works 1F-2F, 5-4-16 Hiroo, Shibuya (Hiroo Station). 03 6432 5021. eatplayworks.com.
Time Out Tokyo October-December, 2020
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Shopping
& Style
Doraemon Future
Department Store
Manga series Doraemon has finally opened its
very first official store in Tokyo. While there’s
no shortage of mugs, bags, cookies and other
merchandise emblazoned with the famous
blue cat-robot, this is more than just another
souvenir shop.
For one, you’ll find a play area hidden
behind the anime’s iconic Anywhere Door,
filled with Doraemon’s gadgets. Then there’s
also a ‘post office’, where you can send a
Doraemon postcard right on the spot.
Don’t miss the massive
Doraemon Time Square
installation outside
at the DiverCity
Tokyo Plaza
mall entrance,
where you can
enjoy tunes
from the anime
played at the top
of every hour. Two
Doraemon-themed
benches complete the
elaborate set-up for
the cutest photo-ops.

Pokémon Center Shibuya

Right across from Nintendo Tokyo (see below), the new
Pokémon Center Shibuya looks like the futuristic lab of
the game’s Professor Willow. At the entrance, you’ll be
greeted by a life-sized Mewtwo hibernating in a water
tank, before you venture into a massive retail space filled
with all your favourite Pokémon characters in every
imaginable form. Shop for Pokémon plushies, phone
cases (with Swarovski crystals, no less), sheet masks,
and keep an eye out for limited-edition designs only
available in Japan, especially the Shibuya-exclusive
Pokémon x Super Mario 8-Bit Scramble collaboration
tees and backpacks. As a nod to Shibuya’s famous street
culture, there’s also Pokémon skateboards and fashion.

Fan favourites
Many characters from Japanese manga, anime
and video games have gotten so big that they
command a cult following, with speciality stores
selling their very own branded merchandise.
By Kaila Imada

à DiverCity Tokyo Plaza 2F, 1-1-10
Aomi, Koto (Daiba, Tokyo Teleport
stations). 03 6380 7272. mirai.
dora-world.com. 10am-9pm daily.

à Shibuya Parco 6F, 15-1 Udagawacho, Shibuya (Shibuya Station). 03 5422 3522.
pokemon.co.jp. 11am-9pm daily.

GBL

Love Studio Ghibli films?
Now you can shop for the
merchandise. Located inside
the brand-new Miyashita
Park shopping centre in
Shibuya, GBL offers a wide
range of American casual
apparel and accessories
featuring characters
from the animation
studio’s iconic films.
The selection is aimed at
adults, so expect stylish
streetwear including
T-shirts and jackets as
well as cool accessories
like skateboards and
L.L. Bean tote bags.
Don’t miss the seasonal
offerings, which
currently include a
Hawaiian shirt and
skirt collection inspired by ‘Kiki’s
Delivery Service’ and ‘My Neighbor Totoro’.
à Miyashita Park South 3F, 6-20-10 Jingumae, Shibuya (Shibuya
Station). 03 6434 1140. tinyurl.com/TOTgbl. 11am-9pm daily.

Sanrio Gift Gate Asakusa
Considering ‘Donkey Kong’ came out nearly 40 years ago,
it’s about time Japan finally got its own official Nintendo
store. Located on Shibuya Parco’s Cyberspace floor, which
is dedicated to otaku geeks, this outlet has everything a
Nintendo fanboy or girl could ever dream of. Aside from the
latest and most popular games, Nintendo Tokyo also offers a
selection of merchandise you cannot find anywhere else.
The home-quarantine era’s hit game ‘Animal Crossing’ has
inspired loads of merch including tumblers, bento boxes and
even pajamas. And you can only buy them here, along with
clothing and everyday items featuring mustachioed mascot
Mario, Princess Zelda, the aforementioned gorilla and other
much-loved Nintendo characters. The gaming corner,
meanwhile, is fitted with TVs and consoles for you to test out
the latest titles.
à Shibuya Parco 6F, 15-1 Udagawacho, Shibuya (Shibuya Station). 03 6712 7155.
nintendo.co.jp/officialstore. 11am-9pm daily.
Time Out Tokyo October-December, 2020
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Nintendo Tokyo

You can’t miss this Sanrio store with its facade
of a giant Hello Kitty holding a red apple that
forms the entrance. Inside you’ll find a host
of Sanrio characters from the aforementioned
kitty to Cinnamoroll, Gudetama, My
Melody and others, available in all shapes
and forms including plush dolls, apparel,
suitcases and gift-ready snacks and sweets
known as omiyage.
Since the store is located in Tokyo’s
historical Asakusa neighbourhood, just
around the corner from Sensoji Temple, the
shop offers several unique items made in
collaboration with local artisans, such as
bags from Inujirushi Kaban, a longestablished Japanese label known for its
rugged canvas bags.

CHARACTER STREET
AT TOKYO STATION

Don’t want to bounce around the city
visiting each and every individual
character shop? Just make your way to
Tokyo Station as this landmark building
houses an entire section dedicated to
the country’s most popular characters
from manga and anime.
This one-stop shopping destination
offers an interesting, albeit somewhat
overwhelming, crash course on the
who’s who of Japanese manga and
anime. There are more than 30 shops
dedicated to household names such
as Pokémon, Studio Ghibli, Doraemon,
Rilakkuma, Crayon Shin-chan and
Hello Kitty. There’s even a few stores
dedicated to foreign imports that have
made it here in Japan, such as the cute
bunny Miffy, the Moomin family and, of
course, Snoopy. Just make sure to set
aside plenty of time as there is lots to
get through.
à Tokyo Station Ichibangai B1F, 1-9-1
Marunouchi, Chiyoda (Tokyo Station).
03 3210 0077. www.tokyoeki-1bangai.co.jp.
10am-8.30pm daily.

à 1-17-5 Asakusa, Taito (Asakusa Station). 03 5830 8163.
stores.sanrio.co.jp/en/7940100. 11am-7pm daily.
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NORIHIRO UENO. COURTESY OF SCAI THE BATHHOUSE

KEISUKE TANIGAWA

Things
to Do
Ueno Sakuragi
Atari

Some of Tokyo’s heritage
buildings have been
restored and given a new
purpose – and they are
open to the public.
Tabea Greuner goes
for a visit

Time Out Tokyo October-December, 2020
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à 1-11-15 Shibaura, Minato (Tamachi, Mita stations). 03 3455 8451. minato-denbun.jp
10am-9pm daily, closed Dec 29-Jan 3. FREE.

à 2-15-6 Ueno Sakuragi, Taito (Nippori, Nezu stations).
uenosakuragiatari.jp. 9am-8pm, closed Mon (Tue if Mon is
hol). Business days and hours vary by shop, check website
for details.

TOKYOBIKE

Scai the Bathhouse

Tokyobike Yanaka

Set inside the former home of the
300-year-old sake purveyor Isego, this
bicycle shop in Yanaka sells its own
branded two-wheelers that are highly
coveted for their cool, minimalist design.
You’ll find sports and city bikes (from
¥44,000) as well as a range designed
specifically for children (from ¥29,000)
– there’s even run bikes for preschoolers
(¥18,000). All are available for test
rides. While the bike rental service
is on hold until further notice due to
coronavirus, it’s still worth dropping
by for Tokyobike’s range of stylish
cycling accessories from sunglasses
to water bottles. Just remember to
make a reservation by phone before
visiting the shop.
à 4-2-39 Yanaka, Taito (Sendagi, Nippori stations). 03
5809 0980. tokyobike.com. 12noon-7pm, Sat, Sun & hols
11am-7pm, closed Wed & Thu.

You’ll find art all over Tokyo, even in the
unlikeliest of places, like this former
sento (public bathhouse) hidden in the
old-school residential neighbourhood
of Yanaka. The 200-year-old historical
structure underwent extensive
renovations and reopened as a
contemporary art gallery in 1993.
While the gallery kept the original
facade of the bathhouse, the interior
was gutted and whitewashed to create
a neutral space that can accommodate
a wide range of art from paintings to
sculptures and installations. However,
you’ll still find details alluding to the
building’s former life, such as the classic
shoe lockers at the entrance.
Known for its progressive approach
to art, Scai the Bathhouse has previously
shown works by Japanese and foreign
avant-garde artists such as Lee Ufan,
Kohei Nawa, Tatsuo Miyajima, Darren
Almond and Jenny Holzer. Entry is free,
although advance online reservations
are required.

à Kashiwayu-ato, 6-1-23 Yanaka, Taito (Nippori Station). 03
3821 1144. scaithebathhouse.com. 12noon-6pm, closed
Sun, Mon, hols and between exhibitions. FREE.

Tokyo Little House

KEISUKE TANIGAWA

Good
returns

TOKYO WAS NOT ALWAYS the
futuristic glitzy metropolis we
see today. Back in the day, the
streets were lined with beautiful
wooden architecture with elegant
tiled roofs. Unfortunately, most
of these historical buildings have
been destroyed by wars, fires and
earthquakes, or demolished to
make room for developments.
Thankfully, the remaining few
scattered across Tokyo are now
protected as heritage buildings,
and have been painstakingly
restored to their former glory.
Better still, these traditional
timber structures have been given
a new lease on life as guesthouses,
art galleries and cultural centres,
so you can drop in and admire the
historical charm.

This historical building from the early 20th century prides
itself as being the last wooden kenban, or geisha assignation
office, in Tokyo. While it hasn’t served its original purpose
since World War II – it was turned into lodging for port workers
at that time – the building recently underwent an extensive
two-year renovation and has reopened as the Minato City
Center for Traditional Culture.
Japanese architect Shigeru Aoki was in charge of the
restoration and he faithfully kept 80 percent of the old
structure while adjusting the rest to modern architectural
standards, ie adding earthquake-resisting features. More
impressively, Aoki shifted the entire structure by eight metres
and added an adjacent concrete building with a lift to make it
accessible to everyone.
Designated as a tangible cultural property of Minato ward,
the two-storey structure houses a gallery on the ground
floor, with photos and videos documenting the history of the
kenban and its neighbourhood. There’s also a small tea room
at the side.
The highlight, however, is the large hall on the second floor
that’s laid out with tatami mats. This space is used to promote
international cultural exchange while also hosting regular
events focusing on traditional Japanese culture, including
rakugo (comic storytelling), theatre, music and dance
performances.

KEISUKE TANIGAWA

The Minato City Center
for Traditional Culture

Just around the corner from Scai the
Bathhouse (see far right), you’ll find
Ueno Sakuragi Atari, a small compound
of three former private homes bordering
the famous Yanaka Cemetery. Built in
1938 during the Showa era (1926-1989),
these traditional houses have been
turned into cosy cafés and stores. The
buildings boast Japanese– and western–
style interiors, and are connected via
little stone alleyways.
The largest building in the cluster is
home to Yanaka Beer Hall. It offers eight
craft beers on tap along with a small food
menu that pairs well with the hoppy
drinks. Vaner, on the other hand, is one of
Tokyo’s best bakeries, serving up freshout-the-oven breads made from wheat
imported from Norway (but ground at a
stone mill in Tokyo).
Next to Vaner is OshiOlive. Here you
can shop for different olive oils and
vinegars – feel free to ask for a tasting.
You’ll even find some quirky drinks on
the menu, such as olive latte or tea, and
hot vinegar.

This 70-year-old heritage house in Akasaka witnessed the neighbourhood
go through a rapid rebirth after the war. Now sandwiched between modern
shops, it has survived three generations and today serves as a monument
from the past, lovingly restored as a guesthouse and café.
During the renovation process, parts of the earthen walls inside the house
were exposed to demonstrate how the building was once constructed.
Decades-old family heirlooms were upcycled to preserve a sense of
continuity and nostalgia while modern heating, soundproofing and
electrical home appliances have been added to ensure a comfortable stay.
While the second floor was converted into a private accommodation for
up to five people (only one group booking at a time), the first floor café and
gallery is open to all. Settle in, grab a coffee – or a pint of craft beer by Coedo
Brewery – and learn about the history of the neighbourhood via the vintage
books and exhibits.
à 3-6-12 Akasaka, Minato (Akasaka Station). littlehouse.tokyo. Overnight stay from ¥25,000.
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Art & Culture

Art &
Culture

Free public works from worldrenowned art collective teamLab are
dotted throughout Tokyo – here’s where
to find them. By Kasey Furutani
Universe of Water Particles Falling from the Sky

Universe of Water
Particles Falling
from the Sky

Universe of
Water Particles on
the Living Wall

The Tokyo Skytree Mural

You’ll find this mural, made using techniques similar to those utilised
in traditional Japanese screen paintings, on the first floor of Tokyo
Skytree. Consisting of 13 monitors, this hand-drawn and digitally
designed artwork showcases Tokyo Skytree and its surroundings in a
distinct ukiyo-e (Edo-era woodblock print) style. Look closely and you’ll
spot many famous landmarks, including the Rainbow Bridge, Sumida
River and Sensoji Temple, as well as some traditional city festivals and
Japanese spirits.

à teamLab Planets, 6-1-16 Toyosu, Koto (ShinToyosu Station). tinyurl.com/TOTteamlabplanets.
10am-7pm, Sat 9am-8pm, Sun 9am-7pm.

à Tokyo Skytree 1F, 1-1-2 Oshiage, Sumida (Oshiage, Tokyo Skytree stations). 0570 550 634. tinyurl.com/
TOTSkytree. 9am-9pm daily.
Time Out Tokyo October-December, 2020
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This 11m-tall artwork adorns a wall
in the ritzy Ginza Six department store
and displays a perpetually falling
LED waterfall, a quiet and soothing
accoutrement to the surrounding
luxury shopping. The artwork slightly
changes in the morning and in the
evening, so be sure to stop by before
and after your retail therapy.
à Ginza Six, 6-10 Ginza, Chuo (Ginza Station). 03 6891
3390. tinyurl.com/TOTginzasix. 10.30am-8.30pm daily.

Time-blossoming Flowers

TEAMLAB, TIME-BLOSSOMING FLOWERS © TEAMLAB

While it’s technically a part of
teamLab Planets, this piece at
the museum entrance can easily
be viewed without a ticket. The
newly installed monolith is a
digital waterfall reminiscent of
the collective’s ‘Universe of Water
Particles on a Rock where People
Gather’, a main exhibit at the
teamLab Borderless museum,
where the flow of the falling water
reacts according to the viewer’s
proximity to the art. This striking
column is expected to remain on
site until the teamLab Planets
exhibition ends, which is currently
slated for the end of 2022.

TEAMLAB, THE TOKYO SKYTREE MURAL © TEAMLAB

Tsukiji Market, Sensoji Temple
and Shibuya Crossing are probably
already on your Tokyo bucket list
– but don’t forget about teamLab.
While the art collective showcases
its works all over the world, its two
museums in Tokyo are must-see
attractions – Mori Building Digital
Art Museum: teamLab Borderless
in Odaiba and teamLab Planets in
Toyosu.
However, if you need a bit
more convincing before shelling
out ¥3,200 for the respective
museums’ entry, you’re in luck
– Tokyo is also home to plenty of
free public art created by the selfstyled ‘ultra-technologists’. Here’s
where to find these lesser-known
teamLab pieces, from a swanky
Ginza department store to one of
the world’s tallest towers.

TEAMLAB, UNIVERSE OF WATER PARTICLES ON THE LIVING WALL © TEAMLAB

TEAMLAB, UNIVERSE OF WATER PARTICLES FALLING FROM THE SKY © TEAMLAB

Where the
art is

Located inside Kitte shopping centre, directly across from Tokyo Station,
this continuously changing digital artwork depicts flowers growing,
blooming and finally dying – ie, the circle of life. It shows seasonal
flowers, so you’ll see cherry blossoms in April, hydrangeas in June and
pansies in October, amongst many others. The artwork also serves as a
clock: every hour on the hour, you’ll see the flowers burst and fall apart.
à Kitte 1F, 2-7-2 Marunouchi, Chiyoda (Tokyo Station). 03 3216 2811. tinyurl.com/TOTKitte. 11am-11pm,
Sun & hols 11am-10pm.
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Fuji Sanroku
Signature Blend

Kiuchi Whisky

Produced by the brewery behind
popular craft beer Hitachino
Nest, this is one drop you’ll have
to try direct from the distillery.
Currently, Kiuchi Whisky is only
sold at the company’s Hitachino
Brewing pubs in Tokyo and Mito,
Ibaraki prefecture. You can’t
buy a bottle, but you can try a
glass starting at ¥750, or get a
full tasting flight (¥1,280) at the
new Hitachino Brewing Tokyo
Distillery inside Seekbase in
Akihabara. If you can’t make it to
the venues, keep an eye out for
canned Hitachino Highballs in
shops and convenience stores.
à hitachino.cc/tokyodistillery

A lot of whisky fans outside Japan
don’t realise that Kirin – most famous
for its Kirin Ichiban beer – is also in
the business of making their preferred
tipple. This premium blend is distilled
at the company’s Fuji Gotemba
Distillery, at the southeastern foot of
Mt Fuji. At a potent 50 percent ABV,
it’s certainly a sipper, but it also makes
a mean old fashioned. Bottles sell for
about ¥5,000 in Japan.
If you’re looking to upgrade, Kirin
Single Grain Whiskey Fuji 30 Years
Old was recognised as the World’s Best
Grain at theWorld Whiskies Awards
2020. It was also awarded Double Gold
at the International Spirits Challenge
(ISC) 2020, thus cementing its position
as a world-class dram.

Hibiki Japanese
Harmony

Thanks to the popularity of
Yamazaki, Suntory’s single
malts are disappearing fast, but
world-beating blends like this one
have been largely overlooked by
collectors – good news for anyone
who prefers to drink their whisky
rather than cellar it. Often found
on the shelves of Tokyo bars,
Hibiki Japanese Harmony is the
perfect answer to anyone who tells
you blended whisky isn’t fancy.
It’s rich and fruity with a smooth
finish, and bottles usually retail
for about ¥9,000.

à fujisanroku.jp

Nikka Single
Malt Yoichi

à whisky.suntory.com

Single Malt
Whisky Akashi

An underrated single malt that’s
surprisingly easy to find, this one
comes from Eigashima’s distillery in
Hyogo prefecture. The distillery has been flying under the radar, even
in Japan, but bottles like this are sure to put Akashi on the map. This is a
smooth, light whisky with vanilla and caramel notes that’s a great afterdinner dram. Plus, it’s a bargain at about ¥4,000 a bottle.

Sure, Nikka discontinued all its
Yoichi bottles with age statements
back in 2015, but age is just a
number after all. What really
matters is the flavour, and the no
age statement version of Yoichi
has plenty of that. In general,
Yoichi whisky is best known
for its rich smokiness, but this
single malt strikes a good balance
between peat and nutty flavours.
In Japan, bottles sell for around
¥4,200.
à nikka.com/eng

à ei-sake.jp/en/whisky.html

Sample Kiuchi Whisky at the Hitachino Brewing Tokyo Distillery in Akihabara

Whisky business
JAPANESE WHISKY has cemented itself as
one of the world's best alongside Scotch,
scooping up some of the most prestigious
international awards. The bad news
for local whisky aficionados is that the
Japanese industry has been a victim of
its own success. With big brands such as
Suntory and Nikka discontinuing major
labels (RIP Nikka Taketsuru Pure Malt
and Suntory Hakushu, among others) and
distilleries scrambling to meet demand,
the few bottles left on the shelves just keep
Time Out Tokyo October-December, 2020

Yamazaki, Nikka and Ichiro’s
may be hard to find, but
there are still great Japanese
whiskies out there at affordable
prices. By Kit Kriewaldt
getting more expensive. However, if you’re
looking for a good drink rather than an
investment, there’s still plenty of great –
and affordable – Japanese whisky out there.
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Aged single malt may be in short supply,
but luckily Japan makes some of the best
blended whisky in the world. The other
good news is that more beer and sake
brewers are getting into distillation, so
quirky and experimental drams are only
becoming more common.
Here are some of our current favourites,
from powerhouses like Suntory and Nikka
to new releases from up-and-cowming
producers. Best of all, they are all under
¥10,000.

Mars Iwai Tradition

This whisky from chilly Nagano
prefecture is made in one of the
highest distilleries in Japan.
The sharp temperature changes
and humidity in the mountains
mean Mars whisky matures at a
different rate than many other
whiskies, giving it a sweeter,
deeper flavour profile.
Most Mars bottles are hard to
find these days, but this limitededition blend is still easily
available and makes an excellent
mixer. The standard bottle is
typically around ¥2,000, while
the spicier wine cask finish
version is about ¥2,500.
à hombo.co.jp/marswhisky
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STAY SAFE
We'll see you in Japan soon

